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Abstract: 

This article is devoted to the study of the role of the famous writer and poet Shuhrat in the 

development of Uzbek literature of XX century. The article discusses the poems and novels 

of the poet and writer, reveals, analyzes and interprets their ideological and artistic aspects. 
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Introduction 

Thanks to national independence, we have the opportunity to study our spiritual values, 

objectively evaluate their place in the spiritual life of our people.ThefirstPresidentof 

Uzbekistan Islam Karimov said: “There is another powerful tool for revealing a person, his 

spiritual world, and this is the art of speech, fiction. It is not by chance that literature is 

described as anthropology, but poets and writers are engineers of the human spirit”[1;79]. In 

modern conditions, when the basic principles of national ideology are being formed, there is 

a need to approach Uzbek literature of the twentieth century and the works of many 

representatives based on new views. Indeed, literature occupies a place in the socio-political 

and cultural life of a nation as a process directly related to the human psyche, spirituality, 

and worldview. 

In this regard, the words of Abdulla Aripov: “In the mountains of our literature, the image of 

Shukhrat is always visible, like a snow peak” is a true recognition of the work of Shukhrat. 

A talented poet, a friendly writer, Shukhrat was the owner of a talent that attracted the 

attention of thousands of readers with his poems, epics, short stories, dramatic works, 

especially his extensive novels.  Shukhrat plays an important role in our prose, his 

contribution to the development of our poetry is also invaluable. Prior to this, his work did 
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not receive full value. At a time when much attention is paid to spirituality and literature, it is 

important to deeply study the life and work of Shukhrat and determine his place in the 

history of Uzbek literature of the twentieth century. 

Awarding a group of writerswith order "For great services"   by Decree of the first President 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan, including Shukhrat, is a fair assessment of the writer's 

contribution to the development of Uzbek literature. As the beloved writer of our people, 

Shukrullo, noted: “The writer remained faithful both in art and in life. His exemplary quality 

is what he did not create  works with greediness. He did not chase after awards and titles. He 

did not choose a friend based on his career and relationship with leaders. He behaved freely, 

doing what his conscience commanded. He was free". 

Shukhrat is one of the most prolific writers of Uzbek literature. The poems “Mehrol”, 

“Dream and Revenge” (1940) and the  novels“Our Street” (1947), “Breath of Life” (1948), 

“Brothers” (1950), “Your Love” (1961), “Burning in Love”” (1964), “Lyrics” (1973), “The 

Years of Chinelli” (1959), “Stainless Gold” (1965) and “Seekers of Paradise” (1971) were 

widely accepted by readers, researchers and published several times. As can be seen from the 

above, there is a significant literary heritage from Shukhrat. A number of studies have been 

conducted in Uzbek literature on Shukhrat's work. In particular, MaqsudShaykhzoda was one 

of the first to study the poetry of the poet and wrote a long article [2]. U.Normatov wrote the 

first literary portrait of Shukhrat, studied the themes of war and man, homeland and people 

in writers novels, epics and poems, and expressed conclusions on them[3]. A.Azimov's 

dissertation covers the issue of a positive hero in Shukhrat'snovel ”StainlessGold“ and 

aspects of the art of the work[4]. The articles of such scientists as O.Sharafiddinov, 

N.Karimova, JamolKamol, O.Ikramov, N.Khudoyberganov, B.Fayziev, J.Khojimatov 

express their views on some aspects of writer’s works[5]. 

An important quality of Shukhrat's poetry is that he saw life only with a unique look, through 

the eyes of a person with a rich and productive life experience. In his poems you feel the 

warmth of a passionate, burning heart. 

The verses of Shukhrat depict a spiritually rich person who thinks about the fate of the whole 

world, constantly searches for the meaning of human life and discovers important truths in 
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this search. The poetry of the poet is distinguished by its socio-aesthetic significance, artistic 

and philosophical understanding and interpretation of the world and man. Nature spiritually 

enriches our soul with images of perception and expression of social phenomena, the 

spiritual world of man, mysteries, the brightness of life details, the meaning and scale of 

poetic images. 

The authenticity, sincerity and artistic perfection inherent in Shukhrat's poetry are also 

characteristic of his prose works. Indeed, between poetry and prose of Shukhrat there is a 

common integrity and lasting unity. This integrity and unity is manifested both in the content 

of themes and ideological content, as well as in the sequence of images, the harmony of 

internal logic and style. As in his poetry, the prose works of the author are devoted to 

depicting the events of the new century, demonstrating the growth and change of people's 

consciousness, creating diverse images, revealing the unique character and qualities of our 

people. Hisworks  include national characteristics, such as patriotism, humanity, heroism, 

industriousness, creativity, devotion in them.If the author’s novel “Stainless gold” reflects 

the injustice, the imprisonment of innocent people, unreasonable punishment, in short, a 

living reflection of the dictatorial regime in the life of an honest Uzbek intellectual, then in 

the novel "Paradise Seekers" much attention is paid to the true depiction of the power of the 

free spirit of peoples. 

Indeed, in the novel “Stainless Gold,” the writer takes Sodik along the most difficult and 

difficult life paths, and he faces difficult days. But Sodik is not just a martyr, he is primarily 

a fighter. The protagonist cannot accept his fate even in difficult moments. On the contrary, 

he does not infect his conscience, he remains true to his noble ideas. The faith of the son of 

the Motherland, this is gold, the nobility of this golden faith, textuality, triumph of trial, that 

is, the inviolability of gold, make up the philosophy of the protagonist, the main pathos of 

the novel. 

The main character of the novel, Sodik, is a person who has great goals in life and high 

ideals in life, who can attract others with his behavior, who can properly educate his 

students, who can influence their spiritual world, and who can withstand any difficulties for 

their people and country. 
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By creating the novel "Paradise Seekers", in our opinion, Shukhrat dared to resist the 

pressures of the Soviet totalitarian regime. In the novel, colonialism and patriotism are 

sharply condemned, and independence and freedom are sincerely glorified. The novel is 

devoted to describing the fate of the patriots, and the writer khodjiSaidakbar illuminates the 

fate of the patriots on the example of those around his family. "The novel" Seekers of 

Paradise "will help today's reader to better understand the historical processes of the 60s, the 

mood of the people of that time"[6;307]. 

The novel takes place in Uzbekistan and in one of the foreign eastern countries. The author 

incorporates into the plot of the novel the great idea that the real paradise is in the 

motherland, and real happiness is achieved through the liberation and prosperity of the 

motherland. Ummatali, a pure-minded Uzbek child, Nafisa, the director of the kindergarten, 

and AlikhodjaAzimkhodjaev, the director of the state farm, have created bright and positive 

images. 

In the novel "Seekers of Paradise" the theme of national awakening abroad, the pursuit of 

freedom against colonialism is also reflected in a much broader and more realistic way. The 

images of a conscientious, nationalist doctor, Abulbaraka , a free-spirited intellectual, Zeytun 

and, an ordinary foreign citizen,  Zilol and their efforts in this field are real proof of our 

opinion. Abulbaraka objected to his father, khodjiSaidakbar, who escaped from his 

homeland (Uzbekistan) in the 1920s and fled abroad, saying, “But first we need 

independence. I do not believe that one nation, no matter how great and civilized it may be, 

will save another nation. Every nation, big or small, must be separate, do its own business. It 

is useless for one to lean on other's shoulder and say, "I am going to 

Paradise"[7;356].Although such stories and debates in the novel are taken from the lives of 

immigrants, the work is in fact imbued with the idea of condemning Russia's colonial policy, 

calling for the struggle for independence and freedom, a living spirit - independence. This is 

even more evident in the conversation between father and son: 

“This is not true,” he said. No one was a burden to another. “It's just that.” Otherwise, what 

is the French gentleman doing here? Why is the administration in their language? - You see, 

people are simple. Can these people be given free rein now? They will kill each other. Let 
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them recognize the owner and distinguish good and bad. - This is a big lie. The opinion of 

Parisian businessmen. However, in this country, where they eat their bread like camels, such 

cultures were once created and managed in such a way that it is now worth envying. They all 

mixed it with the earth. Now they choke on hiccups, saying: "Better to go this route." In any 

case, they will not go far. There have always been and still more and more people who 

pursue the national interests of their people, who even thus sacrifice their lives. Oppression 

is heavy when inhaled. Like a tea-pot, water flows inside it, so Paris will not get rid of you 

until independence, right? - Khodji had no doubt that his son was with "them." Therefore, he 

said on behalf of the majority: Abulbaraka answered in the same tone: - No !! People’s 

aspirations are a very powerful source, let dust fall, stick into their eyes, but one day it will 

burst ... The holiest thing is blood shed for national liberation ”(p. 356-357). 

In our opinion, a writer through the character of Abulbaraka shows the political system of his 

country. He dreams of true independence. Therefore, the novel “Paradise Seekers” directly 

serves to assess the independence of Uzbekistan, a deep understanding of the essence and 

enormous significance of the blessings of independence, and to educate the younger 

generation in the spirit of independence. It should be noted that the novel “Seekers of 

Paradise” accurately reflects the power of free people. 

The main ideological and artistic features of the poetry and prose of Shukhrat are also 

characteristic of his stage works. During his career, he also created comedies such as The” 

Five-Day Groom “and“Grow Old Together”. These plays glorify national traditions and the 

remarkable qualities of our people. Positive qualities in life- devotion to love and  spiritual, 

moral impurity is ridiculed. 

Overall, Shukhrat is a talented person, a creator loyal to his people and country. The 

language of his works is simple, free, close to the language of people, more precisely, it is an 

artistic depiction of the hopes and dreams of people. For this reason, the literary heritage of 

Shukhrat is one of the best examples of Uzbek literature of the twentieth century and directly 

serves to educate the young generation in the spirit of good. In short, as the Uzbek national 

writer UtkirKhoshimov admitted: He left his name in both life and work. I hope this name 

will live for many years. " 
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In general, each character in the novel "Paradise Seekers" is skillfully created by a writer, 

following the example of which the writer encourages people to walk and work, rather than 

go astray. This means that Shukhrat’s novel “Seekers of Paradise” was written on time and, 

most importantly, is an excellent example of Uzbek literature that has not lost its artistic 

value. Everything in life is exemplary in achieving the spiritual maturity that a person 

requires from an era. The writer has always sought from them this essence. 
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